
Linda Hunt, the author of Bold Spirit will be here 
to meet with NAHA members and talk about her book
March 16th and 17th. There are two ways to meet Linda
and hear about her ongoing journey to learn about of
Helga Estby’s walk across America and the impact this
had on Helga’s family.  Linda will also update us on the
most recent  information she has learned about Helga
both in Norway and in the United States since her book
was published.  As mentioned in the last NAHA newslet-
ter, the author used NAHA publications and the Archives
in her research of Bold Spirit. This program is co-spon-
sored by NAHA and St. Olaf College.

Thursday, March 16th Linda will speak at St. Olaf
College’s Viking Theater at 3:30 p.m. The Viking
Theater is in Buntrock Commons on the first floor.  The
St. Olaf College Bookstore will have copies of Bold Spirit
available for purchase, and Linda will autograph her book
following her presentation.  This session is open to the
public and no reservations are necessary.

Friday March 17th you are invited to join us for a
12:30 “Lunch with Linda” in the Valhalla Room at
Buntrock Commons, St.Olaf College. Linda will talk about
Bold Spirit and Helga Estby’s family after the lunch.  Cost
of the buffet luncheon will be $9.05 including tax.
Reservations are required. (Call NAHA at 507-645-3221
or email holland@stolaf.edu no later than March 7th.)

As NAHA members you might be aware of NAHA’s
1961 publication, The Lady With the Pen.  Elise Amalie
Wærenskjold emigrated from Norway to Texas in 1847
and lived in the Lone Star State until her death in 1895.
Her letters back to Norway show an enthusiasm for
America and for Texas, even though she loathed slavery
and was glad her sons were too young to fight for the

Long-time NAHA member,Jim Heg, who lives in
Washington State, happens to be the great-grandson of
Norwegian-American Colonel Hans Christian Heg.  Jim
wanted his family to have a sense of connection to their
Norwegian-American ancestor and the well-known citi-
zen of Wisconsin. The challenge of locating enough
copies of NAHA’s 1936 publication was daunting as time
passed and number of family members increased. The
original book was published when NAHA had only been
in existence for about 10 years and NAHA published
enough books for its members. There are just not many
copies of the 1936 book in existence.  Jim received per-
mission from NAHA to reprint the 1936 publication, The
Civil War Letters of Colonel H.C. Heg for his own family
members.  

Jim Heg appreciates the unique resources located at
NAHA and challenges all the NAHA members to remem-
ber to include NAHA in your 2006 charitable giving. In
the spirit of the challenges we hear on Public Radio and
Public Television, we are pleased to announce that Jim is
giving you an incentive to make a gift to NAHA.  

The first 200 people to make a tax-deductible gift
of $50 or more to NAHA will be sent this reprint of
The Civil War Letters of Colonel H.C. Heg. Perhaps you
grew up in Wisconsin. Perhaps you’ve seen the statue of
Colonel Heg at the Wisconsin State Capitol. Perhaps you
want to read the letters between a husband and father at
war and family back home. Perhaps you have a friend
who is a Civil War buff.  Here is a chance to read the let-
ters of Hans Christian Heg and a great gift idea – all in
one package.

A copy of this publication can be yours with a tax-
deductible gift of $50 to NAHA.  This can be a great way
to share your interest in Colonel Heg, the 15th Wisconsin
Regiment, and the Civil War in general with a friend or
relative.  NAHA will pay postage fees when you make
your donation to NAHA of $50 or more. 

Inside is a contribution form for you to complete.
You may wish to give copies to family members as a gift.
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UNDAUNTED: A NORWEGIAN WOMAN IN
FRONTIER TEXAS

BOLD SPIRIT author arrives in NORTHFIELD



Confederate Army.  Charles Russell has not allowed
Wærenskjold and the Norwegians in Texas to be forgotten.

More letters and information about Elise
Wærenskjold have come to light through research both in
Norway and in the United States.  NAHA member,
Charles H. Russell, who holds his doctorate in history
from Columbia University and lives in Texas, has been
determined to learn more about this early pioneer and her
influences.  Undaunted: A Norwegian Woman in Frontier
Texas is the full biography of this strong and independent
thinker who had an amazingly interesting life even before
she emigrated from Norway.

Texas A & M University Press has published
Undaunted which highlights Texas history as well as a
gives a clear and entertaining window into immigrant life
in frontier Texas and the issues that shaped women’s
lives. You may order the book at www.tamu.edu/upress ,
or call 1-800-826-8911. Dr. Russell will be in Northfield
this spring to discuss his book and the pioneer life of
Norwegian American Elise Wærenskjold. 

An exhibit of the works of Norwegian-American
painter Jonas Lie is being held at the Spanierman Gallery
LLC, 45 East 58th Street, New York, NY 10022.  The
exhibit opened on January 12, 2006 and runs through
February 31st.

Did you know the famous Norwegian writer Jonas
Lie had a namesake nephew who became an accom-
plished painter?  The younger Jonas Lie was born in
Moss, Norway, the son of a Norwegian engineer and his
American wife.  When the artist’s father died unexpected-
ly in 1892, he was sent to live with his famous uncle and
namesake in Paris.  Here the young Lie was surrounded
by famous Scandinavian literary figures.  Henrik Ibsen
and Edvard Grieg were visitors and colleagues of the
writer Jonas Lie.  His uncle enrolled Jonas in a private art
school when he learned of the boy’s talent and interest in
drawing.

Lie joined his mother and sisters in New York in
1893 and went on to become known for his views of New
York City and the New England Coast, working in a vig-
orous and colorful style.  If you are going to be in New
York you owe it to yourself to see the works of this
Norwegian-American artist!

It started with a young scholar researching her Ph.D
dissertation on Norwegian women who encountered the
prairies and plains of the upper Midwest.  Former Archivist

Forrest Brown suggested to Lori Lahlum that there were
diaries of a woman named Ingeborg Bergeim which might
be of interest to her.  Years later the dissertation was com-
pleted and is now in the NAHA archives with the title,
“There Are No Trees Here: Norwegian Women Encounter
the Northern Prairies and Plains.”  The research continues
as the cover article for South Dakota History,  volume 35,
number 3, Fall 2005.  The cover of the journal includes a
photograph of settlers proudly displaying their Norwegian
flag on top of their tar-paper shack on the prairie.

We hope you have started your winter reading in the
form of The Rise of Jonas Olsen, A Norwegian
Immigrant’s Saga.  Circle Saturday, April 8th on your
calendar for a gathering to talk about your 2005 NAHA
publication and learn more about the author, Johannes
Wist.  NAHA Editor Todd Nichol and Dr. Solveig Zempel
will talk about the novel and the observations Wist made
about Norwegian-American culture and the struggle to
preserve identity and character while at the same time
striving to be fully accepted as an American.

DATE: Saturday, April 8, 2006
LOCATION: St. John’s Lutheran Church,

500 3rd St.W., Northfield, MN
TIME: 10:30 a.m.

Post-card invitations will be sent out in March to mem-
bers in the immediate area.  Please contact the NAHA
office if you live outside the Northfield/Minneapolis area
and wish to attend (naha@stolaf.edu or 507-646-3221)
We will be happy to send you a reminder postcard.  

We thank the many people who gave generously during
2005 to support the work of the Norwegian-American
Historical Association.  This listing is June – December of last
year.  We can’t do it without you!
$1 - $50
Molly Aasten · Olaf Kvamme · N Thomas Olson · John David
Peterson · Russ Wangen · Gerd Myren · John Schevenius · 
Earl & Shirley Evenstad · Peter E Johnson · Paul Delbert
Larson · Esther R Miller · Beverly J Smith · Alf Svendsen ·
Helen Aase · Egil Almaas · Reidar B Bjornard · William T
Bowler · Marian J Christopherson · Christian Finne · Glen Fors
· Irene Gubrud · Laurel Hale · Rev. Gordon J Hanson · Gretchen
Hardgrove · Dr Elvin F Heiberg · Ronald Hedrix · Philip Hoff ·
Mary Hove · Edward Jorgensen · Emilie Larson · Donna Libal ·
Susan Lyback-Dahl · Lydrasil Society · Jean Marck · Robert
Minish · David Torrison Nelson · Arnold H Nelson · Arnold
Ness · Roger Ostby · Herbert F Petersen · Ruth M Peterson ·
David W Preus · M Hildegarde Sanderson · Richard Stenerson ·

WHO HAS BEEN RESEARCHING AT NAHA?

NORWEGIAN-AMERICAN PAINTER
JONAS LIE (1880-1940)

BOOK PARTY TO CELEBRATE 
THE RISE OF JONAS OLSEN

OUR SINCERE THANKS!



Roald Kindem · Rachel Knudsen · Sharon Loe · Nystuen
Mathews · William C Melton · Sara Miller · Mary Blodget
Mitchell · Paul Monson · Astri Olsen · Julie Pavri · Paul Rood ·
Shirley & Dave Stenseth · John Thorsness · Ralph Thrane ·
Robert Tollefson · Jerry & Alleen Tostrud ·John Wilkinson ·
Michael Bovre · Harold Bakke · Conrad Christianson · Gary
Gandrud · Janet Geronime · Arlaine Haugsby · Orrin Helstad ·
Renee & Sheldon Hermanson · Clayton Johnson · Rodney
Kittelsen · Lew Linde · Roald Lund · Deborah Miller · Eugene
Nordby · Mrs Charles O’Kieffe · John Ophaug · Brit Aabakken
Peterson · Brynhild Rowberg · Walter Rugland · S/N Faerder
Lodge · Arnold Thompson 
$201 - $300
Phillip Thorson · George Aker · David Hardy · Ruth Kahn ·
Elizabeth Paulson Miller · Lee Sandwen · Clarence Sheffield ·
Richard Graving · Diane Snell · Donna Butler · La Mirth Geving
Peterson · Philip Larson · Louis Blumengarten · Joan Naglestad
Buckley · J Randolph Cox · William Georgeson · Mr & Mrs
David Monson · Shirley Lillehaugen Santoro · Ole Tweet 
$301 - $500
Robert Stuart Jr · Severt & Mary Kvamme · John Karevoll ·

Doris Kornfeld · Frank Tysver · Brian Rude · Karen Annexstad
Humphrey · James Honsvall · Erik Nygaard · Fritjof
Lokensgard · Mary Ann Olson · Ruth Hanold Crane · Lois
Drews · Norman Erickson · Pearl Husby · Trygve Lonnebotn ·
Adrienne Morrison · Wayne Rohne · Sundet Foundation 
$501 - $900
Katherine Hanson · Mary Rand Taylor · Dave Holt 
$1000 - $2000
Luther Forde · H Theodore Grindal · Nils Lang-Ree · Lois Rand
· Ms. Lee Rokke · Solveig Zempel · John R Tunheim 
$2000 - $5,000
Lloyd Svendsbye · David Hill · Karen Davidson · Liv Hustvedt 
$5000+
Ruth Hanold · Estate of Rakel Erickson
Special Donations
In Honor of Paul & Jo Scheffel - Kristen Crisp, In memory 
of S.L. Jordah- JoAnn Kleber , In loving memory of Rev. Rolf
Storlie- Lydrasil Society.   In memory of Varlborg and Chris
Chrislock –Deborah Miller, In honor of Lee Rokke-John Rokke,
In memory of S.T. Lillehaugen & Hazel Lillehaugen - Shirley
Lillehaugen Santoro –  In memory of Freda Johnson Hovden
and to celebrate NAHA 80th anniversary- Erlaine Seeger, In
memory of Marion J Nelson -Clarence Sheffield, In memory 
of Arne & Dora Olson -Agnes Vogel, In Honor of Lois Rand’s
Birthday - Katherine Hanson, Pearl Husby, Ms. Lee Rokke,
Brian Rude, Marilyn Somdahl, Solveig and Elden Zempel.

Received from Allan G. Solmonson, Growing Up Rural,
Boyhood Memories of Farm Life in Mid-Century North Iowa.
Spiral-bound, 141 pages.  Includes recollections of a typical
day on the farm with animal chores, harvest, thunderstorms,
polio epidemics, convoluted conversations between Norwegian-
American farmers, the Lutheran Herald, REA, the Sunday
afternoon drives, Luther’s Small Catechism as well as high
school lyceums and many other recollections.  Photos and
newspaper articles illustrate. A fictional letter to the parents
informing them about their children’s lives and their great-
grandchildren was a warm conclusion. 

Mr. & Mrs. John H Thompson · Virginia Walmer · Corinne
Wilke · Oscar A Anderson · Rudolph Ramseth · Lora Sanford ·
Milo Sulentic · Bernt Johnson · Grace Birkestol · John Dahle ·
Thomas Thorsen · Newell Gaasedelen · Marvin Hammer ·
Clarence Pedersen · Marian Aaker ·  Harry Anderson · Owen
Bekkum · Kenneth Bergo · David Cross · Reidar Dittmann · 
Earl Richard Ensrud · Arland Fiske · Luther & Vee Fjelstad · 
Dr Frederic Giere · Frederick Gilbert · Rhys Hanson · Helen
Heitmann · Donald Hesse · Clair Husby · David Jacobs ·
Carolyn Johnson · James Johnson · Ron & Audrey Johnson ·
Roy E Jorgensen · James & Doris Jorgenson · Alice Kirn · John
Mahlum · Zona Mathison · Nathan Miller · Duane Olson · Per
Overland · Lynn Owre · Arlene Pettersen · John Quam · Darlene
Root · Dorothy Root · Selma Rud · Warren & Margaret Saetre ·
James Schlosser · Janet Larson Schultheis · Gerald R Sime ·
Sara Solberg · Allan Solomonson · Solorlag · Dennis Sorheim ·
Lawrence Sorli · Robert Sorteberg · Dorothy Stavig· Norris
Stephenson · Dr. Olaf Storaasli · Allan Thoreson · Alice
Toebaas · James Tostrud · Julie Craig Tukua · Richard Tvedten ·
Samband Valdres  
$51 - $100
Bonnie Harwick · Philip Ramstad · Edith Thorstensson · Allen
Osmundson · Pam Aakhus · Michael Aune · Mardell Blaufarb ·
Sarah Buck · Camilla Cai · Mark Ekern · Kathryn & Wendell ·
William Foss · Jon Gjerde · Edward & Eunice Hansen · Mary
Hargrave · Carol Hasvold · Finn Haug · Donald Hoganson · 
Eva Holthe · Neil Kjos · Mark Knudson · Ted Loftness ·
Kristine Marbourg · Tom Monson · Brian Mulhern · Evelyn
Naevestad · David Nasby · Ann Nelson · James Nestingen ·
Elaine Nordlie · Richard Nordland · Franklin Norman · Ellen
Olson · Joy Larson Pahl · Carroll Palrud · Gordon & Charlotte
Rasmussen · David Schmidt · Jack Smith · Ivar & Ingeborg
Sorensen · Donald Stubb · Mitchell Taylor · Darrell Trygstad ·
Arlen Twedt · Orlando Tweet · Einar Vallevik · Arlen Viste ·
Marvin Wrolstad · Elaine Schulstad · Clifford Thompson ·
Norman Vinnes · Agnes Vogel  · Patrician Williams · Robert
Granrud · Joan Losen · Janet Blohm Plutz · Erlaine Seeger ·
Dee Anna Grimsrud · Lowell Olberg · Leland Sather · Joyce
Madole · Lloyd Anderson · Charles Berdahl · Gordon
Boardman · Prof. Arne Brekke · Alfred Christiansen · James
Christianson · Kristen Crisp · Tore Detlie · Richard Domholt ·
Donald Dyresen · Albert Finholt · Betty Fladeland · Mr. & Mrs.
Douglas Fox · Russell Fridley · Richard Gilman · Harlan
Grinde · Layne Haugen · Becky Huebner · Judge Derwood
Johnson · Lois Jorstad · Joann Kleber · Lars Erik Larson · Ann
Legreid · Delores Thorson Lewis · John Lovell · Hon. Walter
Mondale · Harland Nelson · Rev Allan Nelson · Mrs Ardis Nier
· Dr & Mrs John Nilsen · Marlys Howe O’Brien · Clyde &
Ellen Olson · Richard Olson · Paul Otteson · Harry & Virginia
Papcke · Rev A William Paulsen · Albert Quie · Barbara
Levorsen Quinn · John Rokke · Paul Scheffel · Mrs. Mary
Seeger · Arne Sovik · Arne Sovik · Ann Moen Stroupe · Symra
Society · Gloria Thorpe · Robert Tollund · Arne Trelvik ·
Lucille Tunheim · Paul Vagerud · Harvey & Charleen Wilkins 
$101 – $200 
Jo Nystuen Kies · Robert & Ruth Paulson · Ruth Christ · Judith
Christensen · Sarah Epstein · Cheryl Larson Freitag · James
Hanson · Lloyd Hanson · Magne Olson · Charles Russell · Nina
Schroepfer · John Serkland · Anita Fjortoft · Carl Hansen ·
Sylvia Meagher · Philip Quanbeck · Kek Robien · John Turcotte
· Vincent & Verla  Williams · Marilyn Somdahl · Robert
Duxstad · Joy Ann Asker Gault · Eric Hallen · Solveig  Steendal
· Dean Buntrock · Rolfe Gjellstad · RM Granum · Jean Hansen ·

ADDITIONS TO THE ARCHIVES



CONTRIBUTION FORM FOR CIVIL WAR LETTERS OF COLONEL H.C. HEG

Enclosed is my tax-deductible check or money order for $_________.  For each $50 
I donate to NAHA I will receive a copy of The Civil War Letters of Colonel H. C. Heg.
Postage is paid by NAHA:

Name: _____________________________

Address: _____________________________

_____________________________

___Please send my copy of The Civil War Letters of Colonel H. C. Heg to: 

Name: ____________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

!

Received from Harland Grinde, Scandinavian Evangelical
Lutheran Emanuels Church 1883-1983: A Century of Blessing.
Soft-cover, 23 pages.  The centennial publication for what is now
known as Immanuel Lutheran Church in Wausau, Wisconsin.
The original congregation was founded by Norwegians who came
to Marathon County for the lumbering industry.  Paul Koren from
Washington Prairie, Iowa accepted the first pastoral call. Certain
families are highlighted for their instrumental roles in the early
church.  The Ladies Aid is credited with major contributions to
remodeling and purchasing the organ, lighting fixtures, and many
of the necessary items for a church.  Improvements, changes after
WWII, and the chronology of pastors are noted. 

Received from Arland O. Fiske, The Taming of the
Norsemen, A Historical Novel. Soft-cover, 79 pages.  A fiction-
al account of how the Norsemen were tamed by eventually
accepting the Christian beliefs of the people they conquered.
Fictional characters interact with historical figures.  Available at
North American Heritage Press, P.O.  Box 1, Minot, ND 58702.
(701)852-5552.

Received from Orton L. Enstad, A Bit of History About
the Enstad Family.  Loose-leaf, approximately 200 pages.  Ola
Lars Enstad was born in Lesjaskogen, Gudbrandsdalen Norway
and settled in the Albert Lea, Minnesota area in 1869 before
moving on to western Minnesota.  The Syvert Hendrikson
Kvam family and the Enstad family were neighbors in the Lesja
district and became relatives through marriage.  Includes copies
of records, newspaper articles, photos of the farms in Norway
and the family here in America.  Obituaries document that the
family was part of the Stony Run Lutheran Congregation in
Yellow Medicine County.  

Received from the Northfield Nordic Arts Club, obituaries
of members who have died, articles about the members, rosters
of the membership, minutes of meetings held between
September 1983 and August 1994.  

Received from Emigrantforlaget, Nordmenn  i  død-
sleirene, by Torbjørn Greipsland.  Soft-cover, in Norwegian
with some English translations of letters, 222 pages.  Includes
photos, copies of letters, and documents.  Much has been writ-
ten about the prison camps during the United States Civil War.
However, in Norway less is known about the prison camps.
This book informs Norwegians about the experiences endured
by some of the Norwegians who fought in America’s Civil War.

Received from David Grubin Productions, all four seg-
ments of the PBS series, Destination America.  NAHA was a
source and Norwegian emigration was featured in part 1 of the
series, “The Golden Door.”

Received from Kathryn Parke, a copy of Always on the
Way, The Autobiography of Sigrid Helliesen Lund (1892-1987).
Loose leaf, in Norwegian and an English manuscript version
translated and edited by Parke. 151 pages.  From a prominent
family, Sigrid Helliesen Lund had a remarkable life. Prior to
her work which involved rescuing Jewish children and adults
during WWII, Sigrid was a founding member of the Women’s
International League for Peace and Freedom in Norway and
became a leader in the Religious Society of Friends.  As a
member of the Quaker observation team, she was involved in
United Nations events where she met Indira Gandhi and
observed the diplomatic ending of the Korean War.  Lund was
recognized and honored in her later years in Israel, Sweden,
and Great Britain.



Received from Joan Greenblatt, several letters written by
Ole E. Rolvaag to Joan Newburger Greenblatt when she was a
young girl.  Rolvaag was a family friend and Joan knew
Rolvaag as Uncle Ole.  Also included a newspaper article about
Rolvaag from the September 25, 1930 Cedar Rapids Gazette.

Received from Nancy Rustad, 150th Anniversary
Highland Prairie Lutheran Church 1854-2004, Peterson,
Minnesota.  Three ring binder, approximately 200 pages.  
A detailed history of an early Norwegian immigrant congrega-
tion in rural Minnesota.  Nine chapters include the history of
the settlement, the church, the pastors at Highland Prairie, the
sons of the congregation, the Rustad family, with photos of the
choirs, the band, Ladies Aid from 1930 and the Brotherhood, 
as well as historical tidbits.  Many photos of the buildings, 
people, lists of confirmation classes and important events for
the congregation are highlighted by excerpts from previous
anniversary celebrations.

Received from Arland O. Fiske, samples of the
Scandinavian Heritage Calendars.  Dates on the calendars
include important historical events and birthdates of well-
known Scandinavians, a copy of the 2005 Scandinavian
Heritage News, as well as the audio-tape for the book, The
Scandinavian Heritage, chapters 1-12.

Received from Paul Wiste, Revival in Houston, 
A Century of Serving Our Lord, Bethany Evangelical Free
Church, Houston, Minnesota 1905-2005.  Soft-cover, 120
pages.  The founders of Bethany were second and third genera-
tion Norwegian-American immigrants.  Includes a review of
religious life in the Scandinavian countries in the 18th and early

19th centuries, early revival and tent meetings, copies of pro-
grams from the revivals, letters, and earlier anniversary pro-
grams, as well as photos of pastors, men’s and women’s groups,
youth convention delegates, and many confirmation classes.
Copies of the centennial book are available for $12 from the
church office at 301 South Ellsworth, Houston, MN  55943.

Received from the Evangelical Lutheran Synod, a digital
video disk entitled: Understanding our Heritage Through the
Stories Handed down from our Forebearers.
Includes four areas of interest: “The Crossing and Early
Settlement Period”, with stories from the Lee and Reque fami-
lies from Koshkongong Prairie; the “Arrival of Pastors From
the Old Country”, with scenes from The Diary and Letters of
Elizabeth Koren; “A New Generation Born in a New Land”,
with vignettes from the boyhood of Peder Tjernagel; and “The
Transition to the Twentieth Century” with reminiscences of
Gladys Tolander.  124 minutes running time.

Received from Thora Phelps, Relatively Speaking, A
Mandt Family Saga by Paul H. Mandt.  Soft-cover, 48 pages.
In 1906 Gunnar Tarjeson Mandt wrote the story of his life in
Norwegian.  In 1972 the story inspired a grandson to find out
more about the ancestors who had been goldsmiths and left the
Telemark area of Norway for the United States in 1843.  Dane
County, Wisconsin and Koshkonong were considered “the
promised land” to this group leaving Telemark.  Includes pho-
tos, translations of letters, and genealogy information, as well
as stories about the ancestors and their exploits and journeys. 

Received from Audrey Overland, History of Elstad
Lutheran Congregation, Lanesboro, Minnesota, 150th

!
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Anniversary, 1854-2004.  Sixty-eight pages, spiral bound. The
authors provided a background on the Norwegian immigrants
who settled in Fillmore County and what their lives were like 
in the new country.  In the first 30 years the Elstad Congregation
participated in over 1,200 baptisms and 900 confirmations.
Turbulent times arose when the congregation was divided over
the question of predestination. Includes photos of buildings,
members, programs, newspaper articles, letters, rosters of mem-
bers, pastors, confirmants, as well as activities and organizations
of the church. Contact Audrey Overland at RR 2 box 109,
Lanesboro, MN 55949 for copies of this publication.

Received from Carl G. Nilsen, The Nilsen, Porter,
Svensson Story. Soft-cover, 215 pages.  The author looks back
at his heritage and how his parents’ early years in Norway influ-
enced his life in the Norwegian-American community in Staten
Island, New York before entering high school at the Lutheran
Brethren Bible School in Fergus Falls, Minnesota. Includes 
photos of people, buildings, copies of various articles, and 
pedigree charts with names and dates of spouses and children.

Received from Lowell Lykken, Our Scandinavian
Ancestry. Soft-cover, 374 pages.  Hadeland, Telemark and
Sauda, Norway were the home locations for the Anderson,
Oleson, Lykken and Orton families before coming to the United
States.  Includes maps and photos of current family members as
well as histories of the farms from which the families left.
Contains a description of what an immigrant brought with  on
the ship for nourishment during the journey to America.
Muskego, Wisconsin was home before heading further west to
the Christiania settlement in Dakota County, Minnesota
Territory.  The Aarthun (Orton) family was uncommon as they
returned to Norway after the Civil War in America, only to

return again in 1887 after most of the family had emigrated to
the United States in the intervening years.

Received from Sally G.Epstein, The Philadelphia
Museum of Art catalog for Edvard Munch’s Mermaid exhibit.
This was sponsored by the Philadelphia based maritime compa-
ny, Aker American Shipping.  The Munch Mermaid was exhib-
ited to help celebrate the Centennial of Norway’s independence
in 2005.  Soft-cover, 58 pages.  Includes black and white as
well as color photos.

Received from Sally G. Epstein, Edvard Munch: Mirror
Reflection. This catalog is from The Norton Gallery of Art
exhibit which took place in 1986.  Soft-cover, 122 pages.
Photos in both black and white and color.

Received from Peder Ringdal, a seven page article in both
English and Norwegian about Knute Iverson Finney (1880-
1972) The Vossing who became a successful violin teacher and
violinist in Chicago. The author learned  a Vossing had become
a well respected violin teacher in Chicago and conducted his
own research to learn more about the life of this talented violin-
ist.  In 1896, at the age of 16 Knute left Norway. After a series
of menial jobs, Knute obtained a position at the Marshall Fields
department store.  A vice-president of the store was John G.
Shedd, who had great faith in Knute’s abilities and economical-
ly helped the Vossing violinist get his start.  Shedd’s later phi-
lanthropy included the Shedd Aquarium.  Knute developed the
patented “Finney Finger Guide System.” The Saturday Evening
Post in May of 1929 contained a feature on Knute and his
teaching methods.


